
Eric’s Heritage tips of the month
Tip #1: Stripping paint from metal hardware

Furnace damper control

Brass hinges 

from medicine 

cabinet

Steel hinges with 

original tiger-stripe 

patina under 

multiple layers of 

white paint 



Baking soda + hot water + dedicated slow cooker + ~3 hours

• Caution: 

Paint 

likely 

contains 

lead!

• Don’t use 

the slow 

cooker 

for other 

cooking!

• Strip one type of metal in 

each batch

• Check during stripping to 

preserve original patina


